CHAPTER 7

SUNDAY SCHOOLS AND METHODIST WOMEN'!S ORGANIZATIONS




e

[ 2=
=~

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

o

In 1876 Vetrnodism was neloing to shuace a structure
of formal christian education Tor American Fretestant
youth., The Sunday School movement nad gained wide accept-
ance since Robert Baikes had gathered the children from
the streets Into his home for Sunday instructions in 1780,
John Wesley had sensed the promise 9 the 3unday School
rlan impediately and had incormorated it intn tne Methodlst
nrogram. The “irst. Sunday School in America was established
by Metrodist preachers. The 1790 Confarence in Charleston,
South Carollna,._haﬁuvpted_FTQ'@stablis& Sunday Schools
in or near the place of worship" and have a nroper school
bock to teach them learning and plety. '
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BIG SANDY DISTEICT SUNDAY HOCL CONVENTION 1896
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Kavanaugh Schoocl

No information is avallable as to the date Kavanaugh
School District was organized snd the first school bullding
was erected therein. It seems feasible, however, that the
Kavanaugh School building that was abolished and demolished
in the middle nineteen-fifties was not the original school
building srected at Kavanaugh.

An isclated Attendance Report for Kavanaugh Schooli for
July 1885 lists an average attendance of 17, but for the
month of August 1885 the average attendance had increased to
3, and for September 1885 had stabilized at 33. The report
was signed by Prof. C. B. Stewart {Teacher of the Schocl).
Cnly the school months of July, August, and September were
included in the Repcort. Significantly this ccould have Iindi-
cated that the school term for Kavanaugh School for 1885 was
only three months in length.

The pupils listed as being enrolled in Kavanaugh School
during the school year 1885 were as follows: Lewis Faulk-
ner, Willie Faulkner, Emma Faulkner, Joe Hendrick, Hyrtie
Turman, James Turman, Wade Turman, Sallie Turman, Cora Tur-
man, James Turman (not a repeat of the above James Turman),
Birdie Finney, Hannle Finney, Clarzs Powell, Burr Powell,
Emma Turman, Leva ¥McSurly, Clide Prichard, Mcollie Finney,
Jonn Cornell, Tilden Pancake, Frank Lockand, Mary Kisner,
Ida Kisner, Adie Zecklekaneuer, Fanny Adams, Jink 3Saugh,

Drusie Baugh, Fanny Slone, 3allie Slone, A. J. Faulkner,



Samuel Kisner, Sarah Franklin, Mary Pranklin, Albert Spradéd-
ling, William Duskins, Karen Duskins, Andrew Slone, Henry
Saddler, Sam Turman, Martha Baugh, Willie Hilton, Benjamin
Franklin, Samuel HMcSurly, Henry Franklin, Belle Black, Rob-

ert Prichard, and Annie Slone.
How long a Kavanaugh School bullding might have been

in existence prior to 1885 (if at all) is unknown by this

writer,

. . The next documented reference to Kavanaugh School was
September 25, 1891. On this date the Ohio and Big Sandy
Raiiroad Company (forerunners of the Chesapeake and Chio
Railway Company) donated to Common School District No. 26

(Xavanaugh School District) a tract of land described as

follows:

: ”Ohio and-Big-Sandy;Railroad“Co,_tQ;Gommon=School
- District No. 26, for $1,00.  Parcel of land on -
Wrights Station on the Ohio and Big Sandy R. R.
Beginning at a point [0 feet from the center of
the railroad, on the west side of the R. R. in
the line between Lewis Prichard's farm and the
Joseph H, Wright farm, thence a southerly course
parailel with said R. R. center line 100 {poles?)
to a point LU feet from said R. R. center line,
thence at right angles to said last named line,

& wWesterly courase 90 feet, thence a northerly
course a straight line 1i5 ft. to the aforesaid
dividing line between Prichard and Wright's farm
to a point 123 ft. west of the beginning corner,
thence an easterly course with said dividing
line 123 ft. to beginning. To use ocnly as long
as the same 1s used for school purposes.”

filed in Lawrence Co., Ky. Sept. 26, 1891
filed in 32oyd Co., Ky. Feb., 26, 1892

It seems feasible that on approximately the avove men-

tioned date a schoolhouse was sither mrected on the newly-
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donated site, or the Aavanaugh 3chool bullding already in

use was moved to the new site.
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available reference to Kavanaugh 3cnhoocl was

F

nutes of the Boydé County Zoard of mducation for Sep-
o F £

}....J:

the H
tember 10, 1908, On this date the Boyd County Board of
Education entered into a contract with the Chesapeake and

Chic Hallway Company, wWhereby fthe rallroad comvany agreed

to move the Kavanaughn scheolhouse back a distance of 35

Fal a

feet for relocating it on a firm foundation; to zrade the

new playground thoroughly; t¢ relocate the two "water clos-

!

ets," and to relocate the schoolgpound fences.,

The agreement was signed by Superintendent 0. X. Camp-

Catian ]l Sonrd amd nt 5 ;! i) Em 1Y o e
; SCACOL 30ara and 0Y S. L. La o d8olfcea,
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Agent ol tne C & O,
favanaugh School was obviously named for the Kavanaugh
Cemmunity, winich in turn nad been named for Bishop . H.
Kavanaugh, a circult minister, who preached many times in
tihe lower Big Sandy Valley during the early nineteenth cen-
tury. ‘The Kevanaugh School building which was abandoned in
the middle nineteen-fifties was a one-room frame bullding,
always painted wnite [to the best of my knowledgel., Orig-

in ing was probably heated by a pot-belly wood
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and coad stove and nad only natural lighting. I its later
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days, howsver, 1t was aeated by natural gas and fnad elec-
Crio




structing navansugh School. However, a similar one-room

bullding constructed in 1%0C coat the ZBoard of =du-
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ion 619,80, Tyoical one-roowm teacining salaries during
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1908 ranged from 193,44 to $327.30 per school vear, depend-
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ing upon the teachers! suali

experience., The typlcal length of the school term of

ing
1506 was six months, starting in late July and ending in late
) % 15

January. : i

Tdentified in tiie XKavansuzh Scicol groun oy the year

1912 were the following: Isapelle Byrd (Nunleyj, Walter :

Turman, Deloort rrichsrd, Lotus arris, Margie Cox, Virginia
furcan, Hoada Crabtree, izzie Crabtrec, 'ayse Carter, O, V.
Carter, Lavrence Cornwsll, loward turman, and fobart furman.
ineivdad In Lhe o wiagh Scnool groun for the vear
1926 were tne follewing: Grace Pavisg {Teacner;, 9351@? Hall, - é

Carl .all, Hebecca iall, Lewis Faulkner, lary #sulikner, June
Hoberts, Gladys Roberts, Laursa Moore, Laban Moore, Ruth Dixon,

John Dixon, Hary 2ixon, Ruby Stewart, Wilbur Stewart, Hary e

Clifford Hicks, Delbert Hicks, lIvan Carter, Haggie Carter,
smna Usrter, U, Y. Carter, aelen Davig, and FPaul Davis.

I the teachers at Havanaugn School in years past
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1927-28
1028-26
1929~-30
1930-31
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Anna Vanhorn

Arma VYanhorn

Mrs, L. M. Turman
Lavurn Hall
Lavurn Hall

Ruby Stewart

Huby Stewart

Huby Stewart

Ruby Stewart
HFiorence Litman
ulia Bryan Cocoer

flattie Alexander

Havanaugh School was discontinued in the nineteen-fiftTies

wnen the enrollment dwindied tc an impractical number, and

the school building was torn down when the U. 3. 23 Highway
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Written By Dr, William P. Eidson
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