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DEDICATION

This book 1s dedicated in memory of my parents, Oliver
and Sadie Stewart, who provided me with lots of love and
reared me in a Christian home. It is also dedicated to ny
dear frlend Mary E, Peterman, who has given me encouragement,
supplied me with records, and has given me contacts with
families that attended the church years sgo.

The following poem was found in my mother's purse after
her death. The family feels this poem expresses her great
faith in her ILord and Savicr.

THE SAVIOUR CAN SOLVE EVERY PROBIEM

The Saviour can 1ift every burden,

The heavy as well as the light;

His strength is made perfect in weekness,
In him there is power and might.

The Saviour can bear every sorrow,
In Him there is comfort and rest;
No matter how great the affliction,
He only permits what is best.

The Saviocur can stregthen the weary,
His grace is sufficient for all;

He knows every step of the pathway,
And listens to hear when we call,

The Saviour can break sin's dominien,
The victory he won long ago;

In Him there is freedom from bondage,
He is able to conquer the foe.

The Saviour can satlisfy fully

The heart that the world cannot fill;
His presence will sanctify wholly
The soul that 1s yielded and still,

The Sévicur can solve every Problem,
The tengles of 1ife can undo;

There i1s nothing too hard for Jesus

There is nothing that he cannot do,

Oswald J. Smith
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THE BEGINING OF ¥ETHODISM

Sl DOATrLaN L v&,

Yetbodlsm was introduced to Americs by immigrants who
a8t Methodi ties from Englang,
>thodists, @ name “irst anplied oy a student of Cnrist
wnuren o John and Crarles Weslsy and other young men at
Oxford, wno were in the habit of meeting together in 1729
for the purnose of strengthing each otrners resclutions ang
engagling irn relipious conversations.

They aimed particularly at a more rigid compliance with
tre precsevts of the New Testament, They devoted themselves
O works of love, such as teaching the childrer and visiting
the ovrisons.

Un account of their Methodical observance of the rules
of religion Mra the regularity of their lives, they were
nicknamed the “Holy Club" and afterwards the Neukodi sts.

In 1725 Jonn Wesley went to Georgia to engage in the
conversion of the heathen. He remained two years. He became
aCﬂaa;“tV% with some of the Morovian bro hers, was much
hothelr severe simnlic ity ard ”i-,¢ dgevoetion.

He then vislited Herrnhut and a*teﬂ nis return to Englang
collected 2 small scclety in Londo wrich held conferences
in 2 orivate nouse without any ﬁisaositio at this time to
secede from the church. This Wesley himse f cails the first
¥etrodlst Scclety ana in it tre germ and first beginings
of Methodlism are to te found.

John was the founder of this small soclaety, hls brother
Charles and Georpge Whitefield Jolned thnem in 1??5. Charles
worked well with his brother and ne was talent=d in music
and many of his songs we sing in tre Methodist church today

In 1784 after the Revolutionary Aar, the necessity of
tre formatisn of an inderendent soclety was recognized, ard
fesley sent over Thomas Coke as Blshov. The Christmas Con-
ference meeting in Baltimore of that year orgarvized the Metr-
odist Eniscon e h, Conseerating "rancis Asbury as their
first isho

nal on kls voyage in America 2riting
5f ond mach about the esrly 1ife af 5
Metho
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REV. JOHN WESLEY, M. A,

Founder of World-wide Methodiam. Born June 28, 1703. Dled
March 2, 1791,







N a3 Y B eietmcnion’s




R

CHAPTER 2

UNIFICATION

After the Christmas Conference in 1784 Methodism grew
in the North and South esvecially in the West, settlers were
coming and new territories were being onened up. With the
help of the Clrcult Blders and Camp meatings there was a
great relliglous movement. In 1809 there was 163,000 members
of the Methodlst Episcopal Church. _

Thls growth in membership and internal differences
caused onroblems Letween grouns of Methodists, one division
occured in 1830 and the Methodist Protestant Church was
f‘_or_med'.' L o : i oo oo T : :

In April 26th through May 10, 1939 a uniting conference

was held in Kansas City. The Methodist Episcopal church,
the Methodist Episcopal South, and the Methodist Frotestant
church merged to form the Metnodist Church. This was an
important ster in the history of Methodism.

April 23, 1968 a General Conference was held in Dallas,

at this tlme the Methodist Church and the Evangelical United
Brethern Church become the United Methodist Church.




CHAPTER 3

METEODISM IN THE BIG SANDY VALLEY




CHAPTER 1

METHODISM IN "HE BIC 5 MDY VALLEY

settlement in the Bilp Zandy Valley was a task for the
early oloneer. It was a2 wild mountainous, half-civilized
reglon of country.The terrain was rugged, the river dictated
one st of the aera the main

the way one must *““vel‘ Ovear mos
streams and thelr tributaries flow in deeo nyarrow sinuous
valleys between steep, wlmding, forastead ridges. The morals

of the people were good.

One of the early preschers of tne Blg Sandy Valleyv was
Hev. Varcus Lindsay, He made 2 more lasting ilmoression than
any obthers who went *D“Gre or o“loweé dfte Bim, - He was
a Methodist of great taltent ard culturs., For ?mur years he,
as Presiding Elder, went up and down the valley preaching
the Gospel with great power. He traveled the Sandy District
abont the time of the war 1812,

After Hev., Lindsay, Rev. William B Landrum was the most
noted. He had his ministerial career of Sandy much later. He
Was-no great preaeher oput a very useful vonular one, He
uﬂrried more neovrle than any other man of his time in the
Sandy Valley.

sisnon Kavanaugh presachned much in his younger davs in
the lower part of the filey
Hurell and Stennen Snurlock, brothers, 1living on Puelve

ole, made freguent visits up and down the valley oreaching
ag they went, They were highly gifted, of great power in the
Pulrit, and were loved by all. Burell Spurlock was one of the

reatest reasoners of nls time, and was an authority upon
ivle teachlings. Stephen not SO Z00d a8 4 reasonar, wWas mors
vowerful in his anpeals. to the neonle, They were true "Yoke-
F2llows” in the gosnel and WEre ens shrined in the hearts of
ne peonle, They were convertsd to the Methodlst Church.

4 man of wongerful gowar in the Pulplt was Rev. Philio
Strothner, who preached in the valley for many years. He hag
& most Cd“‘iV& ine volea, was a man of true elogusnce, and
dzeriniive powe da was greatly loved v the neonl=.

and 414 much to make thd, churoh
2, ard is In oall trhan saction,
irst Comrissi o of Hevenues for

.
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oF

; aner
ife nilzaveth settled on the Kentunouy
s the yair 1810, Tnis is now in
Law asz Aeldas. Hoth nhad been reared
AS anvarted at 4 camnmesting near
Yo ited witn the Yetnndlst EInisconal
st
annolnted Clronin Elder for the Jandy
5 gsiting rhe ZAelda gers where the
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CHAPTER &

THE FIRST METHODIST CHURCH IN KENTUCKY

The first Methodlst Church in Kentucky was located at
Masterson Station, Near Lexington. Richard and Sarah
Masterson, two early converts of Haw and Ogden bullt this
meeting house. It was here that Bishop Asbury held his first
Annual Conference in Kentucky in 1790, -

During Haw and Ogden's time as Clrcult Hiders few roads
existed. Some- Circuit Kiders carried a hatchet to mark the
- wrees s0 they. mighf nave somg’ direction on. their next rourd
_'in the Cireult., =~ - :
i ~There was much éistance b@tween the settl»mants ‘and ‘the .
fminiaters wern't always. welcomad, . some. people were hostile .
and scarely belleved in God, but many 1ook¢é forward to their
visits. The Clircuit Riders braught them news from other places
giving them a reason to gather together to socialize and
worship. -

The Circult Rider was appointed to a Circult in which
he was to preach four timss a year, thus the name Quarterly
Conference or Ruarterliy Meeting was started. _

Our Cilrcult Riders deserve great credlt in spreading God's
word to tne early settlers,

The first Methodist Church in Kentucky, ae Masterson Stanen, near Foxine
tory, where Ashuny held o conference in 179
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CHAPTER 5
CIRCUIT RIDERS

The Methodist preached & message to the common man and
used the common man to prsach it,

[ This summary statement helps to explain why the preaching
| and pergonalities of the itinerants appealsd to ths mobile
masses of Americans about to shape themsslves into a complex
soclety. Many if not all of the Circuit Riders were untutored
and virtually all were uncultured, What they lacked commended
them to thelr hearers as much as what they offered., On every
level except the moral they confronted the migrants as equals.
Many of the Frontier craved companionship and warmth, These
qualities the circuit riders had outside the pulpit, and in
the pulplt they made up in color what they lacked in content.

Circult Riders were physical men, and their presaching in
gesture and tone was bound to take on some of the character
of the world and the people they knew, It had in it flash
floods, falling trees, mountain torrents, thunder and lighting,
the call of birds, the darkness of the forest, the howl of
wolves, the threat of the panthers, the cries of lost men
and the Jog of horses. The preachers were men apart by virture
of their convictions but they wers not set apart by Priesthood
or privelege, They were as one in body and emotion with those
on the frontier.

A Circuit Rider jogging his rounds in sparsely settled
territory might find only a few persons at some lonely spot
who wanted to become a Methodist., If so, he called them together
and formed a class. The class a fixed group with severe rules
and regulations. It was put under the command of a Leader
chosen by the Circuit Rider, The Leader met with the class
each week, chastened the members in matters of faitn and
conduct. Admission to the class meeting was granted only to
those holding a white ticket, issued quarterly by the preacher
and validated by the Leader. Records of attendance were kept.
Three absences wlithout 111 health or other good reason meant
that the ticket would not be relssued,

As the Preacher went on to the next point of his Circuit
he left the classs comblned in a unit wherse the membsrs could
regularly support each otherts falth and grow in grace.

Religious songs were written to be read and memorized
and carried in the mind as well as to be used in the meetings.,
Books werse scarce, Songs often had to be lined, read out
a line at a time, and then sung. Great importance was attached
to the words and the reinforced, both when lined and when
put to melody, the central ideas of the sermon. Thers were
no hymnals with music and words on the same page. The singing




Methodists put the words to what ever tune most of the crowd
‘knew, anrd usually thls was a folk tune. C

~ In 1786 the Methodist Episcoral Church Conference _
in Ealtimore formed a new circult "Kentucky". They sent two
Missionaries, Jamss Haw and Benjamin Ogden to offically .
bring'ﬁethodism-intO_Kantucxy. They had been ordained as
elders ‘and had about five years experience as an itinerant.
They'suffered_the,perils_gf_the_wilderness,and;experlenced
- many dangers in their efforts to win souls to Christ. At the
~end of the year they reported ninety nempers. ..
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CHAFTER &

CAFP MZETINGS i

Durlng the early 1700's there occured in the grove
and forests of America a successlon of religlous festivals
called the great revival ir the west, the Kentucky Revival
and the Scotch Irish Hevival,

In terms of masses involved, methods used, and fellowship
generated, these festivals were great., This was a series of
Revivals 1n Colonlal duys under the nreaching of Jenathan
Edwards and George Whitefield, a Methodist and a close
companion of Jeohn wWesley *rxu the days . of .the "HOLY CLUB".
and the man who had persuaded Nr. Wesley to leave the Pulﬂit
and preach to the people in the field. This brought together £
Daoole of all ages, male and “emale, mostly white but with
some rplack, and let trem dwell ;:gether as nelghbors day and
night, sometlmes for a week when the weather was good. Camp
Meeting was the term, and it described a religious assembly
on a glven day at an appointed place, announced well in advance,
with as many persons as possible would come with Dﬂdding and
rrovisions, fully nrepared to stay until the closing song.

To whe Joy of “ﬂ*inT togetner with many veonle and
~advance notice of rlanning thne trip, of looking forward to
new adventures: and: these- amonz_’riendly strangers. Children
would find new »laymatés and new games, men would brag and -
talk big at a4 sale distance “rom the scene of thelr storles.

Rellgzion provided the se ting for these great gatherings,
and only religion couid lend sanction to wnat took vlace. The
people who reachad the grounds had traveled long distance from
remote cabins or scrawny villages they found themselves in
a clty with nelghbors as closs a5 the n2xt tent. There was
no vody sount to tell the size of the crowds bu“ estimates
by observers sald the average assembly would draw five to
ten thousand people,

The Service would oven with a sermen and would close with
praying, crying, and rejolcing. Sinners were "Struck" with
terror, crylng, trembling and vnleaing for forgiveness. Some
ran from the crowd Lo escane. Muany converts would faint and
be lifeless for a period of time, then arlse and testify
to the Glory of God.

Camp X¥eetings were ve
decade of the 18Q0's. Afte
the peak cf popularlty as

rre—n——

ry nooular throughout the first
r the war of 1812 they nevaer reached
nad veen enjloyed before.



